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the border*                                   .

The Black Mountain adjoins the territory of the
,Wali of Swat. It is so called from the dark forests of
fir that cover its slopes. The eastern sides are held by
the original people of Swat. They are not Pathans at all*
The western ridge is the homeland of Yusafzai tribes. The
Black Mountain tribes are less warlike and weak in
number. There is a constant struggle among small tribal
chiefs. The most important of these is the Nawab of
Amb. He enjoys the unique distinction of being an
independent chief across the Indus. The Nawab of Amb
has an arms factory* He manufactures rifled cannon.
This cannon can throw a solid ball 3000 yards. It is-a
useful weapon for psunding to pieces a tribal fortress.

The grest Yusafzai tribe holds most of the Peshawar
valley. The whole of the Mardan district is in their
hands. The total fighting strength of the tribe is estimat-
ed at 170,000 men. The Yusafzai of Mardan enlist
readily in the army. The spirit of adventure and enter-
prise is characteristic of the tribe. They seized the rich
district of Rohilkhand during the decay of the Mughal
power. The country was parcelled out among a group
of chiefs and their followers. The Nawab of Rampur is
still a Yusafzai.

The total fighting strength of the Mohmands is
about fifteen thousand. They go to the hills in sum-
mer to escape the heat. Many of them are tenants
of the Khans, Mohmand country consists mostly of
grim and forbidding hills. On the Afghan side the
country is less hilly, Afghan Mohmands are always
spoiling for a fight against the British. They often
take part in the Frontier riots. The British cannot
bomb and bum their villages. They are obliged to
respect tbe political boundary* They may protest to the